British Accounting and Finance Association (BAFA)
Accounting Education Special Interest Group (SIG)
Minutes of the Annual Meeting
Held at Durham University Business School 
18th May 2023, 16:00 BST
1. Attendance and apologies:




1

Greg Stoner (Chair)
Joan Ballantine (Vice Chair) 
Linda Hickson (Secretary) 
David Trodden (Treasurer) 
Barbara Flood (Exec committee) , 
Alan Sangster (Exec committee) 
Beth Picton (Exec committee) 
Cathy Myles (Exec committee) 
Hans Van der Heijden (Exec committee) 
Olga Cam (Exec committee) 
Karen McBride (Exec committee)
Darren Sparkes
Brid Murphy
Richard Bayliss
Sarah Jones
Jane O’Rourke
Maria-Teresa Speziale
Olayinka Uadiale
Clodagh Hegarty
Victoria Milligan
Julinda Nuri
Ling Xiao
Jennifer Rose
Margaret Healy
Jia Cao
Ilse Lubbe 
Peta Myers 
Janet West
Paul Jennings
Ontenca Kume
Lindsay Hayle
Helena Pinto
Emad Elkhashen
Matt Gorrie
Ann Stafford
Sue Hardman
Lukas Schmidt
Patricia Everaert
Lize Vanderstraeten
Ise Nie Ung 



2. Minutes of the previous meeting (May 19st, 2022) had been available online prior to the AGM. These were approved with no corrections. There are no issues arising other than those being brought up as substantive items during this AGM.

3. Chairperson’s Annual Report: Chair reminded the meeting that SIG activities are noted in the BAFA annual report. We were pleased to host an in-person conference in 2022, where there were 111 present, and numbers rose this year, with 129 present. 

Additionally, we have held a series of online workshops and writing retreats for members over the last year,  and plan to continue with this programme. Please ensure you keep an eye on our linkedin site for future events, as there are some already planned for the remainder of this year. These include:

· Research paper development workshop (7-8 Sep 2023, location tbd.) and information session (16 Jun, online). 

This is aimed at newcomers to accounting education research wishing to develop research papers. Applicants will be required to have a draft paper available by 7 August. This is after the application date of 23 June. The description and criteria are available on the event site where you can also find the details for the information session.

We have a number of different awards available to members, and recommend members look at our SiG site regarding these awards. Currently there are two advertised:

· Accounting Education Award for Distinctive Approaches to Teaching and Assessment

This will recognise outstanding contributions to the teaching and assessment of accounting. The award seeks specifically to highlight excellence in the development and delivery of distinctive approaches to the teaching or assessment of accounting at undergraduate or postgraduate degree level. The deadline for applications is 31st August 2023. We welcome applications.

Full details of the award are available here.

· Accounting Education SIG Doctoral Bursary

We are offering a bursary to assist with doctoral studies in Accounting Education. One or more bursaries to the maximum value of £3,000 each (to be spent over a maximum three-year period) are available to assist in the conduct of doctoral research into pedagogical and curriculum issues in accounting/finance. There is a rolling closing date from 31 March 2023 to 30 June 2023. There is not high competition for this so please do consider an application.

Details, and the application form, are available here.

The mentoring scheme is also still available for anyone who wishes to register for a mentor or volunteer to mentor others. Please contact ae-sig@bafa.ac.uk if you are interested.

It was re-iterated that to take advantage of any of these initiatives or awards then applicants should be both a member of BAFA (currently £30 per year) and also a member of the Accounting Education SiG (free, but requires sign-up).

4. Future plans and priority areas for the Accounting Education SIG 2023-2024: Chair reported

a) The committee would like to deliver more in relation to scholarship and learning and teaching. It has started to develop some ideas although there is not yet a structured plan in place.

b) It was noted that there is a new BAFA SIG covering  Accounting Information Systems  and emerging technologies–

At this point the meeting was opened to the floor for suggestions or comments regarding other activities. The following ideas were discussed:

i. It was suggested that we should extend an invite to the conference to employers and those in practice. This has been done at a previous conference so shall be considered for future conferences. Note: At a later stage in the AGM, the professional bodies liaison committee member said that she has already started to consider this. Similarly, it was suggested that we should open membership to those involved in professional education (e.g. Kaplan, BPP). It was reported that there was a member from BPP present and that BAFA is open to anyone in accounting education.

ii. It was mentioned that we discuss students a lot in our presentations and yet none are invited to the conference. Chair responded that this had been in place at one previous conference and we would be happy for it to be repeated. Chair suggested that if anyone wishes to bring students, we could set up arrangements, so please contact the conference committee nearer the time. 

iii. One member requested consideration towards exploring what scholarship is, i.e. not just about publishing, and how to achieve success in this area. For example, perhaps inviting TLS professors to discuss how they achieved scholarship. Chair replied that this is difficult as all HEIs seem to have different criteria, which is why we want to provide support in this area. It was suggested that we could communicate with professors who have been successful in this area both within and outside accounting and finance. It was reported that both CABS and BAM have programmes for academic education. It was stated that it would be beneficial for BAFA to have a framework available to allow members to defend where they are at in their careers and promotion prospects. CDAF could also be involved in this. 

iv. Chair asked whether any ECRs could let the committee know what they needed from the SiG. Responses were as follows:

· [bookmark: _Hlk145272085]Prizes for members who publish in Accounting Education
· Workshops on how to review a paper
· Workshops on how to receive and respond to a review


5. Treasurer’s report: The treasurer discussed the financial statements, which will be made available online following the meeting. He reported that we were financially healthy and looking for ways to use the funds available. We already fund workshops and other advertised activities. The conference aims to breakeven each year. There were no questions.

6. British Accounting and Finance Association Update: Chair reported the following: 

· BAFA included a conference panel session on the British Academy proposal on purposeful business education. 
· The FRC is working with BAFA and the accounting bodies to consider more flexible ways of  cooperation: including 
· BAFA/FRC will be holding a sustainability event in Manchester on 1 Nov
· The EAA will be holding its annual congress 24-26 May 2023

7. Elections to the Accounting Education SIG. 
Chair reported that there were two vacancies on the SIG Committee, as advertised on the website and in recent communications. Nominations were received for both positions, although two candidates withdrew during the conference. Linda Hickson read a short speech by one of the nominees who could not attend. The members of the AGM voted on positions, using anonymous voting slips, and the results were as follows:

· Elected Member (Treasurer) - David Trodden. 
· Elected Member (professional bodies liaison) - Cathy Myles. 


8. Accounting Education Journal update: Alan Sangster is Editor-in-Chief and Greg Stoner and Barbara Flood are editors. It was emphasised that the journal tries to help people publish rather than reject. Attendees at the conference were encouraged to submit papers for publication. A question was asked regarding a special edition for conference attendees but it was noted that such special editions tend to  bring many difficulties. The only current special edition is one from Latin America.

It was reported that the journal is ranked within quartile one of Scopus, and received an A ranking in Australia. It remains ABS 2*. However, as the BAFA Executive are proposing to write to ABS to upgrade the British Accounting Review to 4* it would also be appropriate to revisit the issues raised previously regarding the treatment of Accounting Education. Submissions have increased considerably in recent years, and the quality of submissions is high. The journal homepage can be found here.

9. Forthcoming conferences:

· Dublin City University 22-24 May 2024

As usual, the timing for the conference will be Wednesday lunchtime through to Friday early afternoon. The location will be St Patrick’s campus. It is suggested that attendees start booking accommodation early as this can book up quickly in Dublin.

· University of Leeds 2025

Expressions of interest for future years were sought, with the remit that there should be 100-150 attendees. Sheffield, Exeter, South Wales and Cape Town have been proposed. Members should email ae-sig@bafa.ac.uk if they have further suggestions. Hosting departments would typically commit some resources such as free rooms or a contribution.

 

10. Any other business: 

(a) Attendees were reminded to subscribe to our LinkedIn page. We are the largest group on LinkedIn for BAFA and it would be great to see the site being active throughout the year.
(b) Thanks were offered to everyone for making the conference a huge success, with particular thanks to Beth for the exceptional organisation and the wonderful entertainment provided.


11. Date of next meeting May 2024, during the conference. Actual date TBA.
